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See then that ye walk circumſpeftly, not 
as fools, but as wiſe. 


Redeeming the time, becauſe the dayes 
are evil. 


11 


HE change of our ſtate requires a change 
in ourlife : neither may a Chriſtian live 
like a Heathen. Toprove this unto us, 
the Apoſtle in this Chapter alledgeth two 
Reaſons : Whereof the firſt is drawn 
from Gods gifts, the ſecond from a 
Chriſtian mans danger. 

The firſt is in effect this: Our Converſation muſt bear 
witneſs to our profeſſion, and we muſt ſbew forth Gods ver- 1 Pet. 2. 3. 
twes, Whoſe children we are ſaid to be. 

The ſecond Reafon ſounds thus: They may not be ſecure 
that are in peril, We are near it, thexefore we muſt army 
A:2 vide 
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vide againſt ir, This latter Reaſon is contained in the words 
that now | have read unto you. 

Seeing then the ſumm of my Text is this; We muſt by 
careful, becauſe we are in danger: Ye ſee that our Care, and 
our Danger are the two principal points which we muſt con- 
ſider in unfolding this Text. 

1. Touching our Care, we are here taught, Wherea: 
it aims: and * Wherein it conliſts, 

It aims at the perfeRneſs of our Converſation, at our 
Walking circum pelt ly: It conſiſts in two things : In our 
Diſcretion; and © in our Thrift. 

Of Diſcretion we have here the Work, and the Pattern : 
The Work is, to rake keed, The Pattern which in this work 
we may not follow, are fco/s; which we muſt follow, are 
the Wiſe. 

Beſides this Diſcretion, we mult have Thrifc, The Text 
doth tell us, Wherein we muſt Thrive, and * How. 
We muſlt Thrive in time; or rather as the word us ſig- 
nifies, in opportunity. We thrive herein by Redeeming it: 
Buy it we muſt, we cannot have it for nought: and buy it 
out of their hands that have the poſſeſſion of it, who will 
not part with it but upon good terms. 

Theſe be the Parts which expreſs our Care. 

Our Danger is ſet down in few, but full words, The dayes 
are evil, Two words, but each able to quicken our Care. 
Our life is but ſhort, made up of dayes, and therefore 
we muſt make haſte in our Thrift : and © The dye, are as 
bad as they are ſhort , therefore we. have good reaſon to 
be diſcreet. 

I have laid open the Points, whereof I mean to ſpeak : 
Butin ſpeaking I ſhall invert the order. For whereas the 
principal points are Care and Danger; becauſe Danger is the 
occaſion, and ſo the whetſtone of Care, I will prepare you 
with che Conſideration of the Daxger, that thereby I may 
the better move you to intend the Care. 

Let us ſee then how the Apoſtle ſers forth our Dunger, 
DL The dayes are evil. | 
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A Day is the firſt part of time that erer God made: We 
read it in the firſt chapter of Geneſi;, And of daye all other 
times are made, whether Weeks, Moneths or Years : there- 
fore whatſoever the period is, the common name which the 
Scripture gives it, is this of dajes, And there is a good Item 
inthe Name: For, 

1. It imports, that all Time is mortal; and why? Iris 
compounded of that which is mortal: every gay, we ſee the 
mortality of it; and if time be made of dayes, how ſhould 
there be any immortality in Time? Trueimmorcality bath 
no Fun- ſet, as the Prophet tells us, but is one endleſs Tach. 14. 7. 


2. By the word dayes, we are remembred, not only that 
Time is mortal, but alſo that the mortality thereof is im- 
minent, near at hand. For it cannot be far off, when the 
Durance thereof is denominated by the name of dayes, which 
ſignifies but a ſhort time. So that whether we be good or 
evil, we may here hence take a Leſſon: If we be good, not 
to be impatient; for though the daye be evil, yet the Evil 
is but for the ſpace of deyes. Aſflictians are but moment any. Cor 
f we be evil, we mult not preſume; though we are per. 
mitted to fulfill our wicked luſts ; for we cannot fulfill them 
long; The Age of the ſreeſt {inner is but a period of dayes , 
it cannot be long laſting. 

Queſt. Bat how come dayes to be accounted evil, ſering all 
dayes are the creatures of God, and all are nothing but the 
Circamvolution of the ſame Sun 

Anſw. The Aſtrologers fetch the goodneſs or badneſs 
of dayes from the Stars: As is their influence, ſo they think 
our times are. But God in his Law, and alſo in the Prophets, 
er. 10. 2. hath branded ſuch Almanacks , and forbidden 
us to credit or conſult them, We muſt then find another 

cauſe of the difference of dayes. 

Though then they be all the ſame in Nature, yet in uſe 
they are not the ſame. The Son of Syreck tels us of a Cap- 33. 
diſtinction that God makes of theſe, in adyancing ſome to 
be Holidayes, and leaving cher for Working dayes. Aud 
| he A3 indeed) 
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indeed, as God calls us either to glorifie him for his bleſ- 
ſings, or to humble our ſelves before him for our ſins, or 
omen to ſerve him; we are to apportion our time, con- 

ecrating a part unto him, and moderately employing the 
reſt in our worldly occaſions. 

But beſides this Diſtinction that God makes of daye there 
is another that is made by Man, or rather taken from Man. 
For underſtanding whereof we muſt obſerve, That as all 
things were made for Man, ſo it was Gods pleaſure, th 
ſhould follow the condition of Man, and out of their refe 
rence to him and con ſent with him, pertake of his Sin or 
Woe. And Tine, amongſt other things, undergoeth thi 
Condition, and dayes are termed good or evil: good, if they 
be well ſpent, and proſperous, if otherwiſe, they are callec 
evil. We have now to do with evil dayes. 

There is a double Evil, Malnm Calpæ, Sin; and Mala 
Pena, Woe. Both theſe Evili cleave to Time. Of Sin the 


Apoſtle ſpeaketh PR In the laſt dayes there ſhall come y 


rilow time:; that is, ſinful. for he immediately makes a Cara 
logue of fins, Men ſhall be lovers of themſelves , proud 
boafters,& c. And the Prophets ſpeak of Woful Ties, whicl 
they call rhe dy of wrath,the day of vengeance,the day of tri 
balation. Whether we commit ſin, or * for ſin; the 4 
is named accordingly, and becomes an Evil day. An 
indeed well may this Title of Evil be given to the day, be 
cauſe there is nothing that can more lively than the quali 
ty of a day repreſent that which is meant by this Title, be it 
Sin or Woe. 

Sm, is either the darkneſs of our Underſtanding, or the 
deadneſs of our Heart. And doth not rhe dimneſs of light 
and the conſequent thereof, the coldnefs of the air Rvel 
repreſent thefe? They do; and the Holy Ghoft delights 
to reſemble them, as it doth the r e of God, 
by the clear neſs and warmth of the dy And as for Nagues, 
nothing more familiar than to compare them to a g/oomy, to 
a cloudy day : as peace and proſperity to a comfortable Sun- 
ſhine. So that the day, being the Object of pur waking 

eyes, 
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res, muſt be the Looking-glaſs, wherein we muſt behold 
. he tively image both of Sin and Wo, if they be foul deer ; 
,if they be fair, we may in them bebold the Comfort of 
aring well, and alſo the picture of him that is good. 
Queſt. But here h Parador; St. Paul wrote in the dayes 
f the Goſpel, even in the firſt dayes thereof, and how much 
00d do the Prophets Speak of thoſe dayes, of the Holineſs, of 
he Happineſs of them; and that in Metaphors borrrowed from 
ir dayes ; HoW then can [auch dayes be Calenared for evil ? 
Anſw.Surely,if we look "co the amplitude of the Church, 
chat is become Catholick, and ſpreads far, or To the 
ziſts of the Holy Ghoſt given for the ediſying of the 
Church, than which there were never greater, nor in greater 
dundance; we muſt needs confeſs, that the world never 
aw better dayes than the firſt dayes of the Goſpel. Chrilt 
lis his Apoſtles ſo; Bleſſed are the eyes which ſee that which Mat. 13. 16. 
# ſce andthe ears which hear that which you hear. For I tell 
that many Kings, and Prophets, and rightcous men bave 
2p 2 ſee and hear theſe things and have neither ſees nor 
them, 
Notwithſtanding, if you look to the unthankfulneſs of 
nen, and thereby the nafruitfulneſs of the Goſpel , the 
drid never ſaw worſe dajes, Chriſts words prove very 
rue, Mary called, few cboſen. The fourth part of the ſeed 
hat is /own, is the moſt that holds out uncill harveſt : The Nat. 20. 16. 
fon whereof is, The enviows war beſtirs himſelf, and ap. 13. 2. 
more Grace is offered,the more will he labour ro make 
nen receive it in vain, And indeed the dayes are called 
s evil, from him that is 5 that evil One : he toiks 
ut himſelf reſtleſly to draw into his fellowſhip either Natth. 5. 37. 
ff finning or ſuffering. Hereupon it comes to pals, that. 18 8 
"aith fails, Charity waxeth cold, and iniquity abennds, © Mar. 24.11. 
St. Bernard Commenting upon thoſe words of Iſaiab, In Cant. 
ce mes, amaritndo amari ſſima, diſtinguiſheth the Times 33. 
ehe Goſpel into three periods: whereof every one com cap. 38. 17. 
alted of evi deyes. * There was amarituds amar in per- according to 


eentione Tyrannernam, much bitterneſs in the time of the *- Ion 


Ten 
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Ten ber ſecutiors : yet lived there then many Worthies 
which ſealed Gods truth with their blood. Amarit 
amarier in conflict Hereticorum, it was worſe with th 
Church, when Hereticks did oppoſe Gods truth: yet God 
then had many Learned DoRors, whoſe pens and mouths 
defended the ſame. As the firſt had more Religion in thei 
Hearts than in their Heads; ſo did it live ſtrongly in the 
Heads of theſe ſecond, though it was not a little decayed 
in their Hearts. But Amaritudo amarifſima in morib 
dome ſticorum: when there were neither Tyrants to tr 
their Hearts, nor Hereticks to exerciſe the Heads of Chri 
ſtians, then the Church grew ſecure and diſſolute; and Su 
perſtition on one ſide, and Atheiſm on another, did eat out 
the Hearc of trye Religion. 

I may not forget to tell you, That theſe words muſt 
be underſtood comparatively, Tibeidayes are evil, that is 
Never ſo evil: the nearer the End of the world, the wor ſe 
So ſoon as man became ſinfull, he became mortal. 

But yet you muſt mark, That before the Flood, 
mens ſins were fewer, ſo their dayes were longer. After the 
Flood men added to their ſins, and God took from thei 
dayes : for they lived but half ſo long as thoſe before the 
Flood. In the dayes of Abrabam God zortned the tim 
more, becauſe men grew more wicked, their life react 
but half ſo far as the life of their fore-ſathers. Fi 
in the dayes of Moſes, the dayes of Mans Age were redy 
to a years and ten: Moſes there gives the reaſor 
becauſe God did ſer mans fins before his eyes. Since tha 
God in. mercy hath not diminiſhed our Time, though our 
ſin ceaſe not to encreaſe. For if be ſhould have proceeded 
proportionally, long before this time there would have beer 
no Men upon the Earth. "BY | 

But we may not hence conclude, that we are in bett 
Caſe : rather we muſt argue, that as the world draws to 
end, ſo our fins are reſerved for judgement in anothe 
world. 3 

To conclude this point: we muſt be aſſured chat the tim 

wherein 
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wherein we live ; is not free from danger: we are in dan- 
ger either to be infected with ſin by the ſting of the Ser- 
pent, or afflicted with woe by the Jaws of the Lion. The 
dayes wherein we live, though dajes of the Goſpel, yet are 
By en es. And if we be in danger, ſuch danger by 
reaſon of the deyes, what remains butthat we be Careful 
and this is required of us in the ſecond part of the 
Text. 

Touching our Care, we are therein taught, Firſt, Wherc- 
at it muſt aim: the upſhot of it muſt be our | walking 
circumſpeflly. ] It is needleſs for me to obſerve, That in 
this world we are Way-faring men; that our life is a w../k- 
ing, not corporal, but ſpiritual, and every work we do, is a 
ſtep, ſets us forward either to Heaven or co Hell. 

Now ſeeing our Works are walking: From walking we 
muſt obſerve, What is remarkable in r Works. In our 
walking we may ſtray, or ſtumble ; fall into a by-path, or 
takea tall, chough we keep the right way : So may we in 
our Works, either do that which is ill; or doing that which 
is good, not do it well. He that commits Adultery, doth 
that which is ill, falls into a by-path : He that gives Alms, 
and doch it for vainglory, doth that which is good, but he 
doth it ill, he takes a fall in a right pach. It is not 
enough then for a man to walk, becaule there be ſuch 
evils in walking : but circumipect ion is neceſſary in our 
walking , that neither we decline out of the way, nor ſtum- 
ble in it. 

But the word uſed by the Apoſtle is , accurately, 

and * more than Circamſpection, it requires exact - 
neſs alſo. We muſt not only do that which is good, and do 
it well, but do it in the beſt faſhion alſo. Curſed i he that . 1 7 
doth the work of the Lord megligently : and the Lakewarm Boy. 2. 26. 
Laodiceans ſball be Ipued out of Gods month. The Law re- 
quires that we love God with all our Heart, with all our _ 
mind, and with allour ſtrength. Is God our Father? we | 
muſt then be perfect as be is ferſeft. Are we members of Marth. 5.48. 


Chriſt > we muſt then /i ve, not to our ſelves, but he muſt * Cor.. 15 
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live in us. And if we be Temples of the Holy Ghoft, Hel;- 
neſs becometh t bat honſe — ever. The beſt we can do, is not 
worthy of God: and therefore if he vouchſaſe to accept 
our ſervice; we ſhould follow the Preachers Counſel : 
hat ſo. ver our hand finds fer to do, we ſhould do it with all 
our power. Cold and careleſs ſervice finds as little acceptance 
with God, as it ſhews Piety in us. 

Having opened unto you, Whereat our Care muſt aim: 
It 2. followeth that we now ſee, Wherein it conſiſts, And 
the Text will ſhew you that it conſiſts in Diſcretion and in 


T hrift. 


1. Of Di ſcretion the Apoſtle doth tell us, what is the work; 


and what muſt be the Pattern. The Work is | ro rake 
heed, ] And indeed where there is danger, there hee d raking 
is neceſſary : as where there is no danger, there a man ma 

be ſecure; The word is #:imm look or ſee : Which 1.Puts 
a difference between them that are within,and them that are 
without the Church. Thoſe are light, theſe are darkneſs ; 
they have eyes, theſe have none; The Holy Ghoſt ſuppoſ- 
eth what they can do, when it tells tbem what they muſt 
do. And * In this word we are told that as many as 
have eyes muſt uſe them; for the uſe is the end for which 


God beſtows the ability. And yet it is too uſual with men 


to be wanting to themſelves, when God is not wanting to 
them. Which is the occaſion why the Holy Ghoſt calls up- 
on us to imploy our ſenſes, elſewhere our ears, He that bath 
an ear to bear, let him hear: and here our eyes, Look. 

But the looking is as the walking, not corporal, but ſpi- 
ritual; for the Act muſt be ſuitable to the Object. If that 
be bodily, ſo is this, and this is Ghoſtly, if that be ſuch. 

But from the bodily ſeeing, we may learn what the Ghoſt. 
ly is. He ſeeth bodily, that opens his eyes, and fixeth them 
drechy upon an Object; if either he winks or intendeth 
not that which he beholds, he doth not ſee, even ſo ſpi- 


ritually, if men withdraw that underſtandirg which God 


hath afforded them from conſidering their walking, or di- 
ſtract it with worldly thoughts, they do not bebo/d. Yet 
this 
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this is the fault of moſt men, that either wietingly 
ſhut their eyes, /eft they ſhonld ſce , or at leaſt their 
luſts docaſt miſts before their eyes, ſo that they can- 
not diſcern the defects that are ſhewed them in their walk- 
ing. 
*- As men fail in their Work: So do they alſo in the 
Pattern. Becauſe through weakneſs of judgement, or lazi- 
neſs of ſpirit they are not able to be their own guides, nor 
make uſe of good Rules, they affect a ſhorter Courſe ; 
ro live by examples. And in this Text the Holy Ghoſt 
helps their Infirmity,diltinguiſhing of Patterns, and adviſing 
them to follow the beſt. 

Here are mentioned Patterns of two ſorts, Fools and 
Wiſe men: Whereof both have buſie eyes. Bur fools are 
curious in obſerving toyes which beſt pleaſe them: but 
Wiſe men look into thoſe things that are ſolid, and take 
content in them. 

But more diſtinctly; A fool is either Natural or Spiri- 
tual : and by a natural, you may eaſily underſtand what 
is a ſpiritual, A Natural foo/ is he that knows not the end 
of Civil ſociety ; nor is fit for the means which are to be 
uſed for compaſſing that end, Therefore he, as unprofi- 
table, is relieved out of the provident charity of the wiſe, 
who ſuſtain him as a tolerable burden of a State, Even ſo 
a ſpiritual fool in the Church is he, that is not capable of 
the myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, that apprehends 
not the Bleſſedneſs whereunto the Church is called, neither 
can frame his life to do thoſe things which lead unto the 
Kingdom of Heaven. He ſavours better a little worldly 
profit and pleaſure, then the Tree and Water of Life, and 
can better endure to be a ſl ive to his luſts, than the ſer- 
vant of God. | 

Whereas they that are ſpiritually wiſe have their affe- 
ctions ſet on Heaven, not on Earth; and where true trea- 


ſures are, there are their hearts. One day i» Gods howſe i Plal. 84. 10. 


better to them than a thouſand elſe where: they had rather be 
door-keepers there, then dwell in the Tents of wngodlineſs. . 
B 2 Where- 


Pſal. 111. 1. 
Phil. 3. 20. 
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Wherefore if in ſeciag we will be lead a by Pattern; we muſt 
take heed what pattern we are lead by. if we gaze upon 


vanity, and that takes up our affections, if in D 
that we ſpend our life ; whatſoever we are to the world, 
ſurely to God we are fools, and like unto fools we both ſee 
and walk. 

But if we /ifr up our ryes wnto the Hills from whence 
cometh our ſalvation, aud have our converſation in heaven, 
then we are wiſe unto God, whatſoever we are to the 
world: We ſee and we walk as wiſe men. In a word, we 
perform as much as is required in the firſt part of our Care, 
we are Diſcreet. 

But we muſt not only be Diſcreet; We muſt be Thrifty 
allo. The Apoſtle tells us Wherein, and How. Where- 
in, in {| Time ] That is ſtrange : Before you heard that the 
dayes were evil. Andis that which is evil a fit ſubject for 
T brift ? No verily. Yet though in that we may not thrive, 
we may thrive during that. The Apoſtles word 1s xg, 
which ſignifies an oppertanity; though we live in evil dayes, 
yet they yield us an opporranity to thrive. For there is nei- 


ther {in nor woe, which makes not much to the encreaſe of 


vertue in thoſe that are good: for by a Spiritual Antipers- 
ſtaſis the children of God grow more carefull in their walk. 
ing, the more diſſolute they ſee others to be in theirs; and 
good men are never more reſolute, then when goodreſs is 
moſt maligned. 

We call our life Time; we ſhould call it Opportunity: for 
it is ſuch Time as is a Fair, or Market, a bartering, or chaf- 
fering time; whereof we mult take the advantage, and 
wherein we muſt raiſe our commodities, At ſuch times good 
Hus bands are leaſt idle, becauſe then it is likely they may 
thrive moſt, If every man did ſo eſteem every day of his life; 
ſo much of our life would not be (as commonly it is)waſted 
in that which is too truly called Paſtime. And indeed aliud 
_—_ nihil agendo, or male agendo, we looſe moſt of our 

ime ; idly or evilly one day works out another. We do 


not uſe our dayes as opt unity. 


we 
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We do not, but we ſhould; and if we have not ſo uſed 
them, what we have loſt we mult L Redeem] 

Queſt. You will ask, Can Time be redeemed ? Poſt eſt occaſio 
, Mcalva,Opportmnity once loſt, cas never be recgvered; So faith the 
' WM Proverb,but Proverbs are not alwayes true, though commonly the) 
prove ſo; The ſame God that brought back the ſhadow ot the 
Sun upon Ahas his Dial, can bring back the Sun of rightcoul- 


2 Kings 10. 


neſs upon our hearts. 155 
Anſwer To Anſwer which: Queſtion, we muſt diſtinguiſh the 
times. Time is either Paſt, or to Come: We muſt redeem both: 
the former, time paſt, by Repenrance, the other, time to come, 
dy Zeal. By Repentance we mult make every day two dayes, 
7 for that every day ill- ſpent is the loſs of two, even as he chat 
- Ewalketh corporally, if he goes back one ſtep, is caſt behind two, 
e that which he ſhould have gone forward, &that which he went 
r backward. And therefore if he will cimcly arrive at his journics 
, Mend, he muſt when he returns, double his pace. Even ſo in our 
„going ſpiri:ually, every day that is loſt, muſt be tercht back by 
r, MWAepentance : which requires that on the day thereof we do not 
1- Wonly live well, but allo let the Tears of our eyes, and ſighs 
ft Wof our Hearts witneſs, how ſorrowful we are for that which we 
- have done ill. We muſt alſo forbear whatſoever contentments 
of the fleſh, which were the provocations unto (in ; and mor- 
dWihe it by watchings and faſtings, caſt home again (as it were) 
is unto the Devil the hire of the miſpent day, and ſo recover 
gain our right thereto, 
r As we mult recover the time paſt by Repentance, ſo © Mult 
-e cmprove the time to come by Zeal. For a man may ſo 
d tend that, as to maße every dj alſo a double dey, The Wiſe i 
d nan ſpeaking of Enoch, ſaich, that, He being made perfelt in a . 
Y ort time, falfilled a long time. He gives the reaſon, Honou- yelſ 8, 3. 


able age i not that which ſtands in length of time, or that 
hich i meaſured by number of years ; but Wiſdom « gray hairs 
nto men, and an unſpotted life ts old age. And how can a 
young man be old, but only by making haſte to be of a ripe 
judgement in good things, and growing exact and ſtaid in 
good wayes? He that doth ſo, redeems the time that is to come, 
e gives away (as it were) the pleaſurcs and profits which he 

B 3 might 


C12) 


might with others reap out of things of this life, that he may 
more ſpeedily and more fully poſſeſs and enjoy thoſe greater, 
thoſe better profits and pleaſures of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
This is to redeem, or as the Apoſtle ſpeaks iZay:ye;tow, to buy 
out. 

1. Bay we muſt, For Time is not had, if it be paſt, without 
the price of Repentance: nor, if it be to come, without the 
price of Zeal. A ſenſleſs and careleſs Chriſtian is not fit for 
this Mart, 

2. As we muſt bxy ; So alſo we muſt bay out, out of the hands 
of the Devil, the time that is paſt : For he ſcores up all our 
miſpent dayes, that be may charge us with them in Judgement. 
And the dayes to come we muſt bxy ext from the world: for 
that will take them up; that they may not be ſpent in the 
fear and ſervice of God. In a word, we muſt account for 
every day of our life: all ſhould be ſpent well ; If they be 
not, they are loſt; and if they be loſt, they mult be reckoned 
for; and that they may be as not loſt, there is no help but this, 
we mult redeem them, and ſo redeem them, as you have heard, 

But here we muſt take heed of two Rocks, whereat the 
Church of Rome endangereth her followers. 

The firſt is, in teaching them to unburden their Care upon 
others, and putting them in hope, that other mens pe- 
nitential works may ſatisſie for them; and ſo ſlack the care 
of mortification which ſhould be in every mans own ſelf, 
And indeed, they have not only thereby much impaired Re- 
pentance, but alſo enriched theic own Coffers, while they make 
carnal Chriſtians prodigal towards their pretended Reatemery. 
But let not us flatter our ſelves. Well may God, upon the 
humiliation of others, reſpite our judgement, and give us 
more ſpace to repent ;, but remit it he will never, dut upon our 
own humiliation ; our ſelves muſt redeem our own time, and 
not truſt to others. This is the firſt Rock to be ſhunned. 

The ſecond is too high eſteeming of our own baying,and buy- 

ing out. Though we redeem our own time our ſelves: Vet muſt 

Luke 19. 6, e not overvalue our own redemption ; but as Zac heus firlt 
5, 9'received Chriſt ite his bouſe, and with Chriſt ſalvation, and 


afterwards flood ſorth and redte med both his times; that which 
f was 
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was paſt, by offering fowrfold reſtitution, if he had takgu any 
ng road any man by falſe accuſation ;, and the time to come, 
by offering half his goods to the poor. Even ſo muſt we, firſt 
poſſeſs our ſelves of the Redemption of Chriſt , and then expreſs 
our Repentance and Zeal , giving all the glory unto him in 
whom, andby whom only what we are, and what we do, are 
accepted of God. 

Finally, Let us remember Nati, Rule, that Dies 
eravonrus muſt go before dics a u This life is the 
time wherein God appoints us to prepare for the life to come. 
The more danger there is here, the more Care we mult take: 
our Care mult not be miſplaced, miſled, nor miſpent ; we muſt 
beſtow it upon our walking,to make it as good as may be. And 
it will be the better, if we heed what we do, and follow the 
beſt Patterns in raking heed: if we conſider that this life is an 
e whereof if any part ſlips from us, we muſt call 
it back by Repentance; and we muſt double our Zeal, that the 
time to come may the ſooner fit us for our laſt end. Thus if 
we hus band our time, we ſhall not come ſhort in our acount; 
eſpecially if we take Chriſt into it, and preſent our Repentanct 
and Zeal in him, who hath throughly purged our fins by his 
blood, and by his righteouſneſs opened the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven for us. 

Now to thu Redeemer, that hath ſo dearly bought wa, to God 
the Father that in him accepts us, and to the Holy Ghoſt the Com- 
forter, who aſſureth thu unto a, be rtindred all Honenr and 
Glory, &c. 


Haven Sofa Otw. 
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